
Can you over mulch a tree? 

 
Spring is slowly unfolding and gardeners are itching to get outside to prepare the soil for the 
growing season.  And one ritual is to mulch the beds. Mulching can provide nutrients to the 
soil and help retain moisture. 

 

However, The City of Berkley Tree Board wants to stress:   

Do not create a mulch volcano around your tree! 

There are two reasons why mulch volcanoes are bad for trees.  The first is the possible impact 
on the roots that grow near the surface.  These roots are seeking oxygen, and too much 
mulch can lead to stressed and dying roots and a stressed tree is more vulnerable to insect 
and diseases. 

 
The most important reason to not pile mulch into a volcano shape around the base of the 
tree is to protect the tree trunk.  If the bark surrounding the base of the tree is kept 
constantly moist, over time the conductive tissue beneath the bark will decay.  This will 
negatively impact the tree’s ability to transfer its nutrients and water upward and downward 
and increases the probability of tree death! 

 
The proper way to mulch a tree is to create a mulch donut.  The mulch should start about two 
inches away from the tree trunk and should only be about 2-3 inches deep. 
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DO ADD MULCH 

2-3 inches deep 

BUT keep away 

from trunk of tree 

DON’T CREATE A 

MULCH VOLCANO.  IT 

CAN ROT YOUR TREE. 
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